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In September 2013, I attended the Fourth International Congress of Plastic 
and Reconstructive Surgery in Yerevan, Armenia. At that meeting, Professor 
Othon Papadopoulos told me that he was in the process of editing a new text-
book on skin cancers. That project is now completed, and he has been kind 
enough to let me read this final product before publication.

In the preface to this book, Professor Othon Papadopoulos explains that 
this project initially began about melanoma of the skin, but he eventually 
expanded it to cover all of skin cancers. To be inclusive, he called upon 
numerous experts for a multidisciplinary approach to the treatment of the 
various disorders.

As I read this book, it is quite apparent that he has succeeded in his vision. 
This book is so complete and comprehensive with the various common, less 
common, and even rare diseases that are reviewed and elaborated extensively, 
that it approaches almost encyclopedic in its scope. It includes lengthy dis-
cussions in the diagnosis, differentiation, staging, and selection of treatment 
options. The voluminous illustrations add great value to the written text.

This book is the product of extensive work and reflects the expertise of 
numerous experienced authors from European, American, Australian, and 
Asian institutions and should be a welcome addition to the bookshelves of 
medical students, trainees, as well as practicing physicians.

 Stephan Ariyan
Department of Surgery

Yale School of Medicine
New Haven, CT, USA

Smilow Cancer Hospital 
Yale Cancer Center

New Haven, CT, USA

Foreword
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Preface

Upon considering Springer’s proposition to author a book on melanoma of 
the head and neck, the idea that sprang was “why not a book on cutaneous 
melanoma in general?” Furthermore, I wondered why not a book on skin 
cancer and cutaneous melanoma since reconstruction of these distinct cutane-
ous tumors is almost similar. It was an ideal opportunity to include my knowl-
edge and experience of over five decades in this field.
I asked the cooperation of Professor Nikolaos Papadopulos and Dr. Grigorios 
Champsas as my co-editors and I thank them.

Professor Nikolaos Papadopulos, was at the time moving back to Greece 
after his long journey for many years across Europe, and lately at the Munich 
Technical University in Germany. Thanks to his excellent reputation and his 
high-level expertise, his contribution has been valuable both by his chapters 
and by his invitation to several authors.

Dr. Grigorios Champsas was one of my closest assistants in the last 20 
years. He is a recognized expert in this field with an excellent clinical and 
research experience at the Medical School of National and Kapodistrian 
University of Athens. By choosing him as a co-Editor, I wanted to honor all 
my colleagues who gave so freely of their time, expertise and their valuable 
help all these years.

The expertise of some internationally renowned plastic surgeons was 
sought after so that they could author various chapters of this book. I explic-
itly stated that the book must be characterized by utter excellence concerning 
the manuscript. Moreover, I emphasized the importance of quality photogra-
phy that must be incorporated in each and every chapter in order to make the 
chapters pleasing and comprehensible to the reader.

The treatment of cutaneous melanoma and skin cancer is a multidisci-
plinary complex matter and does not entail solely the involvement of plastic 
surgery; thus I invited colleagues who are proficient in several medical spe-
cialties in order to portray the complex diagnostic and therapeutic modalities 
concerning cutaneous melanoma and skin cancer.

I specifically strived to edit a book that is simple and clinically oriented in 
order for readers to apply the vast experience of multiple authors in their 
everyday clinical practice. The scope of the book is to provide knowledge on 

The original version of this book was revised. The correction to this book can be found at 
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-18797-2_33

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-18797-2_33
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the diagnosis and treatment of cutaneous melanoma and non-melanoma skin 
cancer. I hope this book will be helpful for students, trainees, plastic sur-
geons, and all medical experts involved in this field. In several chapters, over-
lap of knowledge was unavoidable. Nevertheless, I feel that this overlap is a 
catalyst to master the diagnosis and treatment of these cutaneous tumors.

The book has 32 chapters and is divided into four parts: Multidisciplinary 
Approach, Reconstruction of Localized Non-Melanoma Skin Cancer and 
Cutaneous Melanoma, Surgical Treatment and Reconstruction of Lymph 
Node Metastases, and Surgical Treatment of Lymphedema.

This book would never be complete without the invaluable dedication of 
numerous colleagues, the priceless support of my associates, fellows, our 
patients, and of course the contribution of Springer.

I thank them.

Athens, Greece Othon Papadopoulos

Preface
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